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Part 5
POST Field Training Model
W

Hen combined with a valid trainee evaluation program, this field training program, properly administered and supervised, can and should be one of the most important phases of basic training 
for law enforcement officers. 
POST field training regulations and this sample model provide the foundation for field training needed 
to supplement classroom training as well as the appropriate guidance and supervision required to allow the trainee to safely, effectively, and competently apply basic law enforcement principles within the community being served.
It is recommended that both trainee and FTO sign off on each area of instruction as the trainee progresses through each training phase. Each topical area coincides with the Field Training Approval Checklist (POST Form 2-230).
The following pages include a complete table of contents for the entire program model. Each section 
(1 through 17) identifies the minimum competency requirements and provides a suggested format to document the trainee’s performance and progress.
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PRELIMINARY investigations
5.14–5
14.2.01
Investigatng Cold Crimes
5.14–5
14.2.02
Crimes Against Property
5.14–6
14.2.03
Handling Crimes Against Property
5.14–6
14.2.04
Crimes Against Persons
5.14–7
14.2.05
Handling Crimes Against Persons
5.14–7
14.2.06
Investigating Specific Crimes
5.14–8

14.2.07
Serious Injury or Death Scenes
5.14–8

14.2.08
Evidence Technicians/Criminalists
5.14–9

14.2.09
Preliminary Investigations
5.14–9

14.3
burden of proof
5.14–10
14.3.01
Understanding the Burden of Proof
5.14–10
14.4
concepts of evidence
5.14–10
14.4.01
Evidence Definition and Types
5.14–10
14.4.02
Evidence and Related Material
5.14–11
14.4.03
Purpose of Evidence
5.14–11
14.4.04
Tests of Admissibility
5.14–12
14.4.05
Witness Qualifications
5.14–12
14.4.06
Privileged Communication
5.14–13
14.5
rules of evidence
5.14–13
14.5.01
Exclusionary Rule
5.14–13
14.5.02
Hearsay Rule
5.14–14
14.6
evidence collection and preservation
5.14–14
14.6.01
Locating Physical Evidence
5.14–14
14.6.02
Weather Conditions
5.14–15
14.6.03
Preserving Evidence
5.14–15
14.6.04
Agency Policy
5.14–16
14.6.05
Storage of Evidence
5.14–16
14.6.06
Taking Evidence to Laboratories and Court
5.14–17
14.6.07
Chain of Custody/Evidence
5.14–17
14.6.08
Demonstrate Handling of Evidence
5.14–18
14.7
LINEUPS
5.14–18
14.7.01
Methods for Identifying Suspects
5.14–18
14.7.02
Agency Policy and Procedures
5.14–19
14.7.03
Photographic Identifications
5.14–19
14.8
sources of information
5.14–20
14.8.01
Networking with the Community
5.14–20
14.8.02
Informants
5.14–20
14.8.03
Public and Private Records
5.14–21
14.9
SUBPOENAs
5.14–21
14.9.01
Definition, Authority, and Immunities
5.14–21
14.9.02
Agency Practices
5.14–22
14.10
courtroom testimony and demeanor
5.14–22
14.10.01
Professional Demeanor and Appearance
5.14–22
14.10.02
Pre-trial Conference
5.14–23
14.10.03
Principles of Effective Testimony
5.14–23

14.10.04
Dealing with Attorney Personalities
5.14–24
14.10.05
Courtroom Security Policies and Procedures
5.14–24

14.10.06
Perjury and Falsifying Police Reports
5.14–25
14.10.07
Courtroom Testimony Preparation and Demonstration
5.14–25
SECTION 15
tactical communication / conflict resolution
5.15–1
15.1
tactical communication
5.15–3
15.1.01
Verbal and Nonverbal Cues
5.15–3
15.1.02
Benefits of Tactical Communication
5.15–3
15.1.03
Demonstration of Tactical Communication
5.15–4
15.1.04
Deflection Techniques
5.15–4
15.1.05
Five-Step Process for Generating Voluntary Compliance
5.15–5
15.2
handling disputes (general)
5.15–5
15.2.01
Basic Responsibilities at the Scene of a Dispute
5.15–5
15.2.02
Social Service Organizations
5.15–6
15.2.03
Inherent Dangers to Officers
5.15– 6
15.2.04
Separating Parties in a Dispute
5.15–7
15.2.05
Private Person Arrest Procedures
5.15–7
15.2.06
Use of Different Techniques
5.15–8
15.2.07
Handling a Dispute Situation
5.15–8
15.3
civil disputes
5.15–9
15.3.01
Agency Policy on Landlord-Tenant Disputes
5.15–9
15.3.02
California Law and Agency Procedures Regarding Landlord-Tenant Disputes
5.15–9
15.3.03
Agency Policy on Labor Management Disputes
5.15–10
15.3.04
Policing Problems During Labor-Management Disputes
5.15–10
15.3.05
Small Claims Court
5.15–11
15.3.06
Handling a Civil Dispute
5.15–11
15.4
REPOSSESSIONS
5.15–12
15.4.01
Rules and Agency Policy Regarding Repossessions
5.15–12
section 16
traffic
5.16–1
16.1
Vehicle codeS
5.16–3
16.1.01
Vehicle Code Laws
5.16–3
16.1.02
Vehicle Code Terminology
5.16–3
16.1.03
Vehicle Code Authority to Arrest
5.16–4
16.1.04
Common Vehicle Code Violations
5.16–4
16.1.05
Enforcement Options
5.16–5
16.1.06
Completing a Citation
5.16–5
16.1.07
Promise to Appear
5.16–6
16.2
impounding/storing vehicles
5.16–6
16.2.01
Agency Policy Regarding Tows
5.16–6
16.2.02
Towing Authorities
5.16–7
16.2.03
Impounds from Public or Private Property
5.16–7
16.2.04
Handling a Vehicle Impound/Storage
5.16–8
16.3
vehicle collisions
5.16–8
16.3.01
Preventing Accidents
5.16–8
16.3.02
Primary Duties at Traffic Accident Scene
5.16–9
16.3.03
Agency Policy Regarding Collision Investigations
5.16–9
16.3.04
Removing Vehicles from the Highway
5.16–10
16.3.05
Mandatory Investigations
5.16–10
16.3.06
Collision Investigation Terminology
5.16–11
16.3.07
Factual Diagram
5.16–12
16.3.08
Types of Physical Evidence
5.16–12
16.3.09
Collision Investigation Information
5.16–13
16.3.10
Handling a Traffic Collision
5.16–13
16.4
traffic control/direction
5.16–14
16.4.01
Traffic Hand Signals
5.16–14
16.4.02
Directing Traffic Using a Flashlight
5.16–14
16.4.03
Use of Flares
5.16–15
16.4.04
Demonstrating Appropriate Traffic Control
5.16–15
16.5
driving under the influence
5.16–16
16.5.01
Recognizing Suspected DUI Drivers
5.16–16
16.5.02
Sobriety Tests
5.16–16
16.5.03
Chemical Tests
5.16–17
16.5.04
Chemical Test Refusals
5.16–17
16.5.05
DUI Report Forms
5.16–17
16.5.06
Handling a Driving Under the Influence Case
5.16–18
section 17
self-initiated activitY
5.17–1
17.1
TYPEs OF ACTIVITIes
5.17–3
17.1.01
Vehicle Stops
5.17–3
17.1.02
Pedestrian Stops
5.17–3
17.1.03
Directed Patrol
5.17–4
17.1.04
Arrests
5.17–4
17.1.05
Other Activities
5.17–5
section 18
agency-specific ACTIVITIEs
5.18–1
18.1
types of activities
5.18–3
18.1.01
TBD*
5.18–3
*NOTE:  See corresponding MS Word file to add agency-specific activities.
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