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In May 2009, the Commission on POST released Bulletin No. 2009-05 to notify law enforcement
of Proposition 9 (The Victims’ Bill of Rights Act of 2008: Marsy’s Law).

POST has since updated its Victims of Violence: A Guide to Help Bring Justice DVD to include
updated information regarding Marsy’s Law. This 2013 version of the video, which is offered in
English and Spanish languages and now features closed-captioning, is designed for distribution
by law enforcement to crime victims and their families. The video is available to law enforcement
agencies free of charge and may be either viewed online or bulk DVD copies may be ordered at
the POST Video website at http://post.ca.gov/post-training-videos.aspx.

Marsy’s Law enumerated 17 rights that victims have and also expanded the definition of “victim”
to include the person’s spouse, parents, children, siblings, or guardian or lawful representative
of a crime victim who is deceased, a minor, or physically or psychologically incapacitated. Penal
Code 679.02(c)(3) requires that every law enforcement agency investigating a criminal act and
every agency prosecuting a criminal act shall at the time of initial contact with a crime victim,
during follow-up investigation, or as soon thereafter as deemed appropriate by investigating
officers or prosecuting attorneys, provide or make available to each victim of the criminal act
without charge or cost a "Marsy’s Rights" card. This is for every victim of any crime— infractions,
misdemeanors, and felonies.

The “Marsy’s Rights” card is available for download directly from the Attorney General's Office
website at http://oag.ca.gov/victimservices/marsy. The card is available in several different
languages. The card notifies victims of their rights to justice and due process under the law, lists
various government-funded agencies that may provide victim assistance, and provides a toll-
free telephone number for additional information.

Additional questions about the Marsy’s Rights cards, or the provisions of Proposition 9, should
be directed to Deputy Attorney General Bradley Weinreb at (619) 645-2290, or Deputy Attorney
General Deborah Bain, head of the Attorney General’s Victim Services Unit, at (916) 324-9945.

Questions about the POST Victims of Violence: A Guide to Help Bring Justice DVD should be
directed to Learning Technology Resources, Ron Crook, at (916) 227-3913 or
ron.crook@post.ca.gov.

ROBERT STRESAK
Executive Director

The mission of the California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training is to continually enhance
the professionalism of California law enforcement in serving its communities.
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